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JFS: My name is Jesse F. Soriano. I am an undergraduate student at

San Diego State University and I created the following tape for

Dr. Richard Griswold del Castillo's Chicano history class in

cooperation with Dr. Steve Colston of the San Diego Research

Center on April 25, 1978. The person interviewed is Luis L.

Alvarez of San Diego, California. The subject of our discussion

was Mr. Alvarez's past history in San Diego.

Could you state your name, date of birth and where you were

born?

LLA: My name is Luis Alvarez and I was born in Los Angeles, January

5, 1918.

JFS: Where were your parents born?

LLA: My father was born in Mexico and my mother was born in New

Mexico.

JFS: Could you tell me of your father's experience in Mexico?

LLA: My father was a painter all of his life, his father was an

impresario in the Mexican bullring back in the early or:rather

late 1800's.

JFS: What was the reason your father immigrated to the United Sates?



.'

LLA: My father immigrated to the United States when he was around

thirteen years of age to adventure more than anything else.

JFS: Did your father ever tell you what kind of transportation he

used to get to the United States?

LLA: In those days I think he more or less walked across the border

because there wasn't much means of transportation in them days

and the towns were real small. I think if I recall he carne

through El Paso, Texas.

JFS: Did he ever say why he came to California?

LLA: He heard about the California gold rush and he came to California

and he did some mining at the time there and just adventure

more or less. He went to.Reno and Las Vegas in them days, in

the early 1900's.

JFS: When did he first come to San Diego? Los Angeles?

LLA: He lived in EI Paso, Texas for about four years and then went

to New Mexico for about ten years then he came to California

about 1918. He was a house painter and he worked at that trade

most of his life in California.

JFS: Do you recall when you first came to San Diego?

LLA: My father first came to San Diego in 1925; it was 'his fiist visit

to San:Diego and then in 1928 he moved into San Diego. Our

family was living in Santa Barbara at the time; we came in June

28, 1928 to San Diego and we have been here ever since, all of

our family.

JFS: l<hatpart of town did you live in?

LLA: We always lived in the Logan Heights district which is known as

Logan Heights.
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JFS: When you arrived in San Diego what kind of job did you and your

family work in?

LLA: My father continued to work in the painting business and my mother

worked for about five or eight years at the cannery and I became

a shoemaker and I worked in shoe repairing for about four years.

Later on, I went into the gasoline service station and I ran a

couple of srvice stations for about three years then I went to

Convair. Later on I became a Mexican food merchant, restaurant

business making Mexican food products.

JFS: What can you tell me about you and your families education,

what schools you attended and up to what grade?

LLA: Myself, I went as far as the ninth grade, completed junior high

and I have had correspondence courses in different trade schools.

I had some navy schooling when I was in the navy during World

War II. I have done quite a bit of reading and I have acquired

a fairly good educational background through correspondence

schoolsand~tfiings 6f~that··sort. I had taken up several trades:

tinsmith, shoemaking, mechanical drawing and machinist mate. I

have diplomas for all of these different trades that I have

worked in at different times. My children, they went to their

primary school at Guadalupe Catholic School of San Diego and

they went to about five years school; two boys and one girl,

then they went to junior high school, Logan High School and

one of them (boys) finisfied'at-Start/fQrd'Univers~tY'hi~education,

the other went as far as the first two years of the university.

JFS: What was the racial situation in the schools you went to as a

child, was the elementary school you went to racially segrgated



or was it more or less equally distributed?

LLA: In the beginning when I was going to schooLvvthe schools

were kind of segragated at that time, there was in fact the

school I went to ,::itwas kind of a rare thing to see a colored at

school at that time. I went to a Catholic school and you would

hardly see a colored person in that school, they were all mostly

white or Spanish surname people. From -there I-went to a public

school, the public school was more or less segregated in a

voluntary basis, the people seemed to stay in tune with their

race of their own will. In those days they used to kind of look

down on the Italians they were known as "diegos" and the Mexican

people were known as "greasers" and the colored were known as

"niggers". So in them days there was a little/bit of class

conditions in them days.

JFS: What do you recall about the period during Prohibition?

LLA: During the Prohibition there were many people that used to

drink and they had to buy liquor that was sometimes made with

equipment that wasn't sterilized and many people got poisoned

some people got blind from it, some people died from drinking

that liquor that wasn't made the right way and there was quite a

bit of bootlegging which was known in those days. A lot of people

made their own booze at home; fix up malts and a lot of people

suggested what to make it with. Some people got some brew and

start making it with malt, some with rice, with potatoes arid

add everything someone suggested and made up a pretty good

concoction that made you feel pretty good but it never got out

of hand, it was pretty well under control.
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JFS: Was there any liquor brought in from Mexico?

LLA: In the early thirties, yes, people would go down and they weren't

really too strict because people would sometimes cOme across

they were kind of aware that they were bringing a little liquor

or something like that but, cities were so small and united that

people really didn't pay too much attention when they were caught

with a half pint of liquQr.
JFS: In what condition did you and your family find yourself during

the Great Depression?

LLA: During the Depression things were pretty hard, the majority of

the people had to depend on relief and things of that sort.

There was what we called "food lines", the government took over

food and vegetables and different things and the people would

go out and stand in line and wait to be given bags full of

fruits and vegetables. Bakeries would give day old bread and

it was distributed among the poor people in the town, there

were many people who stood in line for food. Many people during

that time went broke, the little savings they had when the banks

went under at that time, about 1928-30 period.

JFS: Were you aware of the repatriation campagin by this government

to deport Mexicans that were supposedly here illegally and

unemployed or on relief?

LLA: To my knowledge nO,but the only thing I do know is that many

people were asked by both the Mexican government and told by the

American government that they could return to Mexico and have

free transportation and be able to take all of their properties,

personal property without having to pay any duty or anything

of the kind. Many people took up the idea and went back to
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Mexico and many found out later on that things that had been

promised by the Mexican government were not fulfilled. Later

on they tried to get back but it was too late for them to get

back; they had to go through the regular procedures of immigration

requirements.
JFS: What can you tell me how World War II and how it affected you

and your family?

LLA: During the second war three of us brothers served tours in the

navy and one in the army. During that time many Mexican nationals

were given the privledge of serving in the services and they were

given citenzenship in return. At that time also I noticed that

there seemed to be a change in the attitude between the rest of

the citizenry to the Mexican people"they-began-to come on

their own in other words; they were treated more equal, being

that they had been comrads in arms during the war, they were

treated with much more respect. They began to be able to fill

in and take their proper places in the community.

JFS: During this time were Mexicans recruited to come and work in

the shipyards and factories?

LLA: During the war and for a short period afterward many people were

brought in to work in different fields of labor in the United

States for example,they had what was called the "braceroa'Lwho,_

did mostly agricultural work. Still there were people who came

and worked in the aircraft factories and different munitions

plants and things of that sort. There was a great demand for

labor and the fact that there wasn't enough labor at the time
and everything was pretty prosperous, there was plenty of money
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but, little things to buy as there was no manufacturing at

that time of refrigeration, autos and things of that sort. So

there was quite a bit of rnsney floating around at the time;

things looked very prosperous for a few years during World War

II.

JFS: In comparison with the high crime rate of today, how was it in

thirties and forties?

LLA: Back in the thirties and during the forties there wasn't as

much crime as their is 'now. There was more respect between

people especially the younger people towards their seniors.

It has been detorriating up to the period of our time, now

we find that there is little respect between young people and

older people in the schools, Cfor-the·teachers.and·things of

that sort which contributes a lot to the crime because their

is not the respect for property or people that we used to have.

In the olden days or what we call the "olden days" in the thirties

and forties people were very united, very friendly; you could

leave your home without having to bolt it down or lock it down

and feel pretty safe that no one would bother you. Nowadays,

things have gotten out of control where there is a lot of crime

that should not be because there really is no reason for destroying

property, breaking windows and things like that, things that

really don't bother anybody but, people go ahead and break

them. Then again, a lot of people are afraid to report or say

anything about it for fear to get involved because they just

do not want to get involved; they can see something and they

just turn away and ignore it and just say like it's not there.
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JFS: Have you been involved with any political parties?

LLA: No, I have not been involved directly that is to say but, I

have been voting ever since I was twenty-one years of age and

I have voted in every election. I think the poor people should take

their rights and vote; a lot of people are always complaining

about things, how things are not right but still, when it comes

for their time to vote, when they can say something about what

goes on, why they do not vote and then afterwards theycsay "well,

the other party won", but we should always remember that one vote

nullifies another and if you do not vote why you have two votes

against one.

JFS: What is the one issue of today that is most important to you?

LLA: You mean politically?

JFS: Yes.

LLA: Like for an example, we have always been telling our children

that we should always be honest and respect people and obey the

laws and everything. I think that probably when we began having

through the newspapers and TV and radio; letting us know that our

heads of government themselves, wene doing things that were illegal,

you could not stand and say, well don't do anything wrong because

the children will say "well, from the president on down, they are

doing things that are not right", so they follow example and

figure that if they can do it, why shouldn't they do it and that

sets a bad example in my concept for all the children of our age.

They always say "well if so and so can do it, why can't I?" and

that is a bad attitude to take: the bad example we have had by a·

lot of -nur representatives in our government.
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JFS: This completes the questions that I had set up for the interview

Mr. Alvarez. Are there any other points you would like to include?

LLA: The only thing I can say is that a lot of people should unite

together and help each other and have a lot more cooperation

between everybody. For example, I'm now working with the senior

citizens and I'm in the senior citizen's group; and I think a

lot should be done for them because we have gone through a lot

in our time. They do not owe it to us but, we have the right

because of our efforts which have made this country what it is

today, one of the strongest countries in the world, industrially

and otherwise, so that they should not forget the senior citizens.

They should be taken care of.

JFS: Thank you Mr. Alvarez.
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