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MARCIA HELEN GENET MENVILLE

My name, before I was married and when I went to San Diego State College,

was Marcia Helen Genet. I'm now married and my name is Mrs. John F. Menville.

My birthdate was January 9, 1914, near El Centro in Imperial Valley in Imperial

County.

Occupation--I taught school from 1934, for about seven years, one year in

La Jolla and the rest of the years in Imperial Valley, in a rural school, where

I married my farmer-husband.

I graduated in June, 1934. I went one semester to the old campus and then

moved out here to the new campus in February, 1931, when there was just adobe

mud around. When it rained, we parked on dirt parking lots and tramped through

the mud when it rained. There were no sidewalks. There were no lawns. There

was the library and about two main buildings of classrooms, and probably the

training school was built then and those were the main buildings. The book-

store was just kind of a little shack place they used for a bookstore before

they built a parmanent one. And if we bought our lunches, we would get them

from a little shack and they were boxed lunches which we could buy for, I don't

know how much they were then. But they were still building all around the

campus at that time.

I joined the Treble Clef Girls Glee Club and was in that for two years.

The instructor was Deborah Smith who was a wonderful instructor, a wonderful

person to work with. The Girls Glee Club and the Treble Clef were almost like

a sorority because we enjoyed singing together and working together. And we also

sang with the men's Glee Club and worked with the orchestra in putting on

operettas once a year in the Spring. And then we also sang many, many times

around San Diego and on the campus.

I also belonged to the Epsilon Pi Theta sorority, which started ..•I was

a charter member of that sorority, which started in about 1931 or '32 on campus.
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I enjoyed all the time that I was here.

I came here during the depression days and we carpooled. I lived in San

Diego. There weren't very many students who came from out of town, except some

of them came from Imperial Valley and roomed around the town, but there were no

facilities around the campus to live. As a matter of fact, there were very few

houses around the campus at that time. And the camDUS didn't even save enough

property to build a big campus because they didn't intend to grow, as they have

grown now. We would carpool because the students then didn't have cars like

they do now. So four or five of us would ride together out from town, out to

the campus. And so we'd have to come early in the morning and stay and study

in the library sometimes, until everybody got through with all their classes,

and then we'd go back home together.

I graduated from the, I guess which is called the Girl's Gym now. It was

built, probably the year 1933 or '34, and we may have been the first class to

graduate from that gymnasium. And then I went to Imperial Valley to teach

school. And this is the first reunion I've been back to and I was very happy

to come back to the 80th anniversary celebration reunion of the College and of

the University. Thank you very much.

RAY GENET

I am Ray Genet. I went to San Diego State 1925 through 1927. I did not

graduate. I dropped out after the two years, which I've regretted all my life.

My fondest memories in San Diego State was the track team and Coach Peterson.

I'll never forget when I first signed in the gym. He took my card that was made
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out and said, "Aren't you the fellow that won the crosscountry out at Grossmont?"

I said) ItYes.'t He says, l1Well, aren't you going out for track?" I says, "ne ,

I came here, I didn't come here for sports, I came here to study." He says,

"Oh, I think you'll change your mind," and took my card and tore it uo and

says, "Put down track on that," on the new one tha t he gave me. And I did.

And it turned out that that year I set a new mile record. I think I was the

most surprised person in school when I did it.

Another thing that was an extracurricular activity that I enjoyed very

much was the Omega Delta fraternity and the old Hod (?) Club. And of course

because it was an athletic fraternity, I was pledged to it and we had some great

times together. Sorry to know so many of them that were in that club have passed

away. I was looking forward to seeing several of them who had already passed

away.

But it was a pleasure to be here at this reunion. I'm glad ...r want to

thank those that put out the effort to make it a reality and it's been a pleasure

to me to be here and we just want to thank everybody that's had a part in it.


