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TAPE ONE, SIDE I

My name is Lyn Olsson. Today's date is April 8, 1986 and the
following is an interview with Sidney L. Gulick, Emeritus Professor
of English and Dean of Arts and Sciences from 1945-1969 at San
Diego State University. The interview is being conducted in the
Brydegaard Room of the University Library building.

LYN OLSSON(LO): When and where were you born?

SIDNEY L. GULICK(SLG):
1902.

I was born in Kobe, Japan on August 17,

LO; How long did you live in Japan?

SLG: I lived there until I was nearly eleven, although there had
been two years when I was gone from 1904-1906. My father was a
missionary and we came to America on his furlough. Then he had
occassion to study in Germany. He had been asked to be Professor
of Philosophy and Church History at the Doshisba University at
Kyoto. He felt that he wasn't trained to be a teacher and wanted
to have two years of study before he could do it. That was in
1904. He had one year in America and then one year in Germany and
the family went with him.

I was the youngest of five children. In 1913, just before
Christmas in 1912, father had cancer. The operation seemed to have
been a success and later on seemed not to be a success. We
suddenly left Japan because the doctor who had operated on him was
no longer there. We came to this country and on board ship Father
suddenly realized what had happened the operation had been in
December, here it was June, and he had felt sensitivity at the
place of the operation. He had changed from his winter to his
summer underwear. (LAUGHTER) The scar wasn't used to the summer
underwear) so it was sensitive.

When we came back to this country he found a lot to do. He
was interested in international justice and good will. He was
concerned about growing tensions in 1913 between Japan and America
and he went around talking, trying to get some understanding.

Recently there's been published a biography of my father
called Advocate of Understanding. It's a very fine book.

Who is the author?LO:

SLG:
Utah.

Sandra Taylor, a Professor of History at the University of
It was published by Kent State University Press.
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LO: Your father must have had quite an impact.

SLG: Yes, quite an impact. He wrote twenty or twenty-five books
of which several were in Japanese.

LO: What was his name?

SLG: Same as mine, Sydney.
He was interested in trying to get children to understand.

He wanted to get peace into the hearts of children. He had Dolls
of Friendship. Back in 1926 many school children in America
bought, dressed and sent to the children of Japan some thirteen
thousand dolls. That had quite an impact at the time.

LO: Was this the beginning of the doll exchange between Yokohama
and San Diego?
SLG: Yes. They suddenly discovered that fifty or sixty years ago
there had been these dolls to Japan and they didn't realize that
the Japanese had sent dolls in 1928 or so. When they discovered
that I, as his son, had actually touched some of the dolls, they
were ecstatic and invited me to go to the Doll Museum opening at
the end of May. I can't make t t., so my son, who is Sydney III, is
going to represent us.

LO: I didn't realize that that was coming up.
President of the Yokohama Society.

I should call the

SLG: Marge Wells.
LO: I wasn't going to ask you about the San Diego/Yokohama Sister
Cities Society, but now maybe I should since we're on the subjeot.

SLG: I was on the Board for twenty-five years.
LO: Can you tell me about some of the big projects that you worked
on?

SLG: You ask Marge Wells.
I didn't do much. I told them that I would be happy to go to

the meetings, but that's about it. On any committee which I serve,
I always feel as though I have a duty as fascilitator. I have some
expertise in parliamentary prooedures and I can often find a short
cut to get something done. People begin talking and getting
nowhere, so I would make the proper motion. It's not my idea but
I'm trying to speed things up.

LO: Would you tell me a little bit about your mother?

SLG: My mother was Cara May Fisher. Father was born on the island
of Ebon in the Marshall Islands in 1860 and she was born in Detroit
in 1861. His father had been born in the Kingdom of Hawaii and we
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all obtained our American citizenship from our great grandfather,
Peter Johnson Gulick, who was actually born in America in 1797.
Peter J. Gulick is buried in Kobe. There are some eight or ten
members of the Gulick family who have been in Japan at one time or
another. There was a great interest in missions.

Peter Johnson Gulick had seven sons and one daughter and all
but one lived to be missionaries in one way or another. The eldest
of the children was my grandfather, Luther Halsey Gulick, born in
1828 and died in the 1890s. He was a medical missionary. My
father was his third child and the eldest son.

I went to Oberlin College where I graduated in 1923 and the
following year, not knowing what I wanted to do, I went to Japan
for a year to see if I wanted to be there. I happened to get there
just eight days before the big earthquake in 1923. My plans to
study Japanese in Tokyo and earn my living by teaching English were
ruined because the money disappeared completely.

I went to Kyoto and stayed with some friends. I taught in a
girls' school two days a week, worked at the University three days
a week and one day a week I was teaching piano. I finally earned
enough money to come home, so I did and went on to Graduate School.
I got a Masters at Oberlin in 1925. Then I taught at Berkeley from
1927 to 1930.
LO: Did you always have plans to go into English or did you want
to study something else?
SLG: I didn't know what I was going to do. People would ask me
if I was going to do what my father did and I would tell them that
I just didn't know.

In high school I had been discovered by an English teacher
and was encouraged somewhat by her. I discovered some poetry--
Keats and Shelley--and sort of wanted to be a poet. I didn't quite
know how to go about it really though.

As a Freshman in college I took the usual college course and
for science I took chemistry. I delighted in it and decided to be
a chemist. My Sophomore year I took the third year college
chemistry, having been too smart to do the second year which was
analytic, I went to organic chemistry. I became decreasingly
effective.

I discovered, and this is in a non-religious sense, that in
chemistry I was losing my "soul". I could handle the mechanics
and rigors of mathematics, but . I had some good English
teachers, so I shifted into an English major. I wrote a little
bit, but not successfully.

One of them said to me in my Senior year that he thought that
I might have the makings of a scholar. When I went back to Oberlin
for my Master's in English, some of my teachers had been to Yale,
so they recommended Yale to me. I applied, not thinking there
would be any problems getting in, and I was accepted. Things were
very casual and easy in those days.
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I went to Yale and found that it was fun and enjoyable. I
worked terribly hard--I had eye trouble so I couldn't read as well
as I would've liked to--but, nevertheless I survived when many of
them didn't survive there. After two years I had completed the
necessary course work for the Ph.D. in 1927 and I had the stirrings
within me to get a job.

I went to the office there and told them that I was
interested. I made an appointment to see a man from Berkeley, and
he came to the room where I was in the dormitory. We talked very
pleasantly and he found out that I was fond of John Henry Neuman.
Now, I didn't know this at the time, but he was an Irish Catholic
and he thought that if I was interested in Neuman, I must be of the
right stuff. I was an errant Protestant! (laughter). Anyway, he
hired me.

I thought I was going to teach English at Berkeley. When I
got there I found out that I had been hired to teach Public
Speaking. I had never had any Public Speaking.

LO: What did you do?
SLG: He told me to give the students assignments and to let them
talk. He recommended a book and I used it as my textbook. It was
a volume of essays written in the nineteenth century. We had to
read them and then, by his methods which were very sound, I had
each student write a summary--one sentence for each paragraph.

The students complained because that was too much hard work,
and it is. I told them that it was twice as hard for me because
I have to read them and try to know what they were trying to say
and so on.

Later on one of my students came back to see me. He made the
effort to come because I wasn't teaching at Berkeley anymore, I was
at Mills College in Oakland. He wanted to tell me that that was
the best thing that had ever happened to him. He was an M.D. and
he said that.
LO: It must be very satisfying to have a student come back and
tell you that.
SLG: Yes. I didn't have very many who did that though.

I taught there for three years, but I did not have the
Doctorate.
LO: Did you teach anything other than Public Speaking?

SLG: No, all I was hired to teach was freshman Public Speaking.
One of the members of the department took me in hand and gave

me some hints and anecdotes about how to do it. I became, if I do
say so, a good teacher because he knew the things to do. He had
a whole set of good jokes which were useful.

One is sort of immodest, but I'll tell you. People don't know
what to do with their hands, so they have a habit of clasping them
in front of them. That's not very good. So, he would say, and I



only used this once but it is intensely effective, "Young man, if
I were you, I should abandon the fig leaf gesture."

LO: What did the young man do?

SLG: Blushed and abandoned the gesture! (LAUGHTER)

LO: Then you moved on to Mills College?

SLG: Well, first I went back to Yale to finish my degree. I went
to a man by the name of Chauncy Buster Tinker who was a famous
teacher and great scholar.

I was resentful at having to go back. I told him that I liked
teaching and that I didn't want to be a scholar because I wasn't
a productive man. I wanted to be a teacher. I had done the
necessary work, I knew the field and if someone gave me a piece of
writing I could judge within twenty-five years of when it was
written.

One of the smart-alec teachers at Mills College, later with
a gleam in her eye, said that she had something for me. She turned
and handed something to me. I was young and brash and boastful.
I looked at it and made, I forget now what it was, some estimate.
She said, "You're very close, but, this is an imitation of so and
so. n

LO: That's a mean trick.

SLG: Yes, it was a mean trick.
I went back to Yale and the Depression had come in the

meantime. My thousand dollars of savings I sold out for a sum of
three hundred and something dollars. I was alright because my
father helped me out.

I started my dissertation and told Tinker that I didn't know
what to write on. I had wanted to write about Edmond Berke, but J
earlier I had been turned down for that subject. He said, "I have
offered this to two or three other students and they take it for
a day, or two, or a week and they come back saying that they don't
like it. I still think there's something in it. There's a man by
the name of Phillip Dormer Stanhope the Fourth Earl of
Chesterfield. They find the man repulsive."

This was in May of 1930. I went to the library at Columbia
University--my parents were living close by-- and I read what I
could about it. That summer I was given a trip with my parents to
Europe. Father had a conference to go to so while he was at a
conference at Bernmoth, I was at the British Museum for nine days.

I had one day down at the Bodlien at Oxford where I found the
editions of Chesterfield. Then I went back to Yale and they had
great collections of works in the eighteenth century which were
very helpful. But to my surprise, although I had seen a lot of
them at the British Museum which had many of the early editions
they didn't have them all. '
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-------------------

A bookseller suggested that I write to Blackwell's at Oxford
and so I did. They said that they had a few. For twenty-five
dollars I got, I think, seven different editions of early
Chesterfield items. Not the first edition, that cost over one
hundred dollars. As a matter of fact, about one year later I
bought another thirty or forty dollars worth. I began to have a
collection of Chesterfieldiana.

I'll show you an example of how fine of a teacher Tinker was.
Here I was going to write on the publication and reception of
Chesterfield's letters to his Son. They weren't published in his
lifetime and his son had died six years before him. The son was
illegitimate but the father loved him and tried to get him going.
Shortly after his son died there was a knock at the door,
figuratively. A young woman turned up, about forty, and said,
"Your son is dead, I am his widow and here are your two grandsons."
Chesterfield knew nothing about any of them.

He was a gentleman. He didn't provide for her particularly,
but he provided for the grandsons. His will showed money for each
grandchild, enough to live on so they wouldn't have to be beggars.
She got nothing though, so she went to a bookseller and sold the
letters of Chesterfield to him.

Little of this was known. They were published by Eugenius
Stanhope and there's a little preface by her. I had to dig out
all of this. I told Tinker that- I wasn't quite sure how to start
my dissertation. I supposed that I should start with a brief
sketch of his life first. He said, "If I were you, I would start
with the death of Chesterfield." He saved me two year's labor.

LO: What did you write about specifically?

SLG: As he said, I started with the death of Chesterfield and then
the publication of his letters. Later on I found material that
nobody had ever known existed and I published it. I wrote about
what the newspapers and magazines had to say about it. At first
there was a lot of praise and then people began to say it was awful
because he bastarded an illegitimate son and condoned it. He's not
a man of principle; he's telling his boy how to get along in the
world.

I formed in the course of the years the world's best
collection of eighteenth century editions on Lord Chesterfield.
A few years ago I sold the bulk of it to Yale. At the time I sold
it, I had the world's best collection, Yale had the second best
collection and the British Museum had almost as good as Yale.

LO: How long had you been collecting?

SLG: Fifty years. I sold it about four or five years ago. After
Yale bought all that it wanted, I sold another big batch to the
Huntington Library. Now that Yale has my collection, it not only
has the best, but nobody could ever approach it. The Huntington
now has the world's second best possibly, but certainly the second
best in America. It's hard to judge whether it is better than the
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British Museum. I still have a few which I will probably give to
the Library here.

LO: Could you tell me about the unpublished information you found
and published in your dissertation?

SLG: It wasn't exactly unpublished, but hidden away in letters to
the editor and little comments here and there. This is what I did
at Yale. They had a collection of the London Chronicle which had
literary reviews in it. They had advertisements by booksellers
which announced upcoming publications. I searched through these.

Then a man by the name of Temple Scott who had been a
bookseller in New York for many years had, a few years before,
offered to sell to Yale University a collection of letters written
by Lord Chesterfield to the man who became the fifth Earl of
Chesterfield, his godson. His illegitimate son couldn't inherit
the title. There were two hundred and fifty to three hundred
letters written to Philip Stanhope, his godson. They had been
published in 1890 by one of the family, the Earl of Carnarve(?).
They were offered to Yale for ten thousand dollars, but they didn't
buy them.

I wanted to see Mr. Temple Scott and he was deathly ill in
the hospital. I was admitted to see him there. I don't remember
what he was dying of, it may have been cancer. He talked to me
and told me that he had sold them to a bookseller in Indianapolis.

TAPE ONE, SIDE II

SLG: He told me some of the things that he knew about the
publication. In that was the contract between Eugenius Stanhope
and the publisher who was a friend of Chesterfield by the name of
Robert Dodsley. I got some primary information from him.

This one year's experience in research changed my whole idea
and attitude. I still liked to teach; I am by temperment a
teacher. It was a completely new world to me. I worked on
Chesterfield from morning until the rare book room closed, and then
until my eyes gave out at night there at Yale.

Among other things, I prepared a bibliography of the editons.
I went through hundreds of hours of time. I went to the Rare Book
Room where they had a set of the London Chronicle and I went
through every page of that checking for Chesterfield. I wrote a
fairly fat bibliography. The biggest chapter in my book was the
bibliography. I found little letters which had been published in
Chesterfield's own lifetime.

LO: You did some very detailed research.

SLG: Yes, very detailed and time consuming. The whole purpose of
the doctoral degree at reputable institutions is to broaden the
areas of knowledge. When you are at the firing line there, it is
very different from being at home working over the results which
others have had. That, as I say, was an experience. Whether I was
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teaching Freshman English or a Graduate seminar, it was useful and
helpful.

When I got my degree at Yale, and I did get it in that one
year which was a feather in my cap because not everybody does that,
I looked for a job and one turned up at the University of Rochester
New York.

They had
temporary and
three years.
wasn't going

a "three years and out" system there. This is
they were just hiring you to do the drudgery for
Yet, it was a job and I could get married because I

to get married without a means of support.

LO: Did you get married in Rochester?

SLG: I carne to Berkeley and married the daughter of a man of some
eminence. His name was William F. Bade. He was a scholar in his
own right. Among other things he was an archaeologist in Bekeva
City just outside of Jereusalem and wrote about it. He was a
friend of John Muir, the editor of the Muir works and he wrote the
life of John Muir. He also knew some fourteen languages.

LO: Tell me about your wife.

SLG: I met her in Berkeley. She was in college at Pomona when I
was teaching at Berkeley. Her father taught at the Pacific School
of Religion in Berkeley and I met her there. She graduated in 1930
and I married her in the summer of 1931.

LO: Was this after you had secured your job at Rochester?

SLG: I went there for three years and they kept me for a fourth
while I found a permanent job. I could've stayed a fifth, but in
the process I found a job at Mills College in Oakland.

I taught there for a number of years. At the beginning of
the world war their enrollment was greatly shrinking and they were
very happy to put me on extended leave while I worked at the Office
of Postal Censorship.

LO: What did you teach at Rochester?

SLG: Freshman English, Sophomore English, Public Speaking, which
I think they more or less created because they had a chance to get
it for free, and that was all.

LO: Did you enjoy teaching the lower division students?

SLG: Oh they're fine. I teach "dumb-bell" with pleasure because
sometimes they discover what it is and can improve a great deal.
Often, even in "dumb-bell", they suddenly turn around and find out
that English is fun. When it's successful, it's a great pleasure.
I wouldn't choose to do a lot of it for a long time because it's
hard work.
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LO: Then you started working at Mills?

SLO: Yes. I was given a job half-time as the Executive Secretary
of the summer session and half-time teaching. I was promised some
upper-division classes. I didn't realize it at the time, but the
department didn't altogether see eye-to-eye with the President.
The President made the promise and it was the department who
disappointed me.

I don't know if it is fair to say this but I think I will
because it gives me a chance to make a joke: They found out that
I could do arithmetic. At the end of each semester when it came
time to make grades, they arranged to have a sort of seminar of
the department so that we would get our grades to fit in properly
with the rest of it. I could do averages and things.

At Rochester you got a "C" grade from sixty-nine percent up
to seventy-nine percent, "B" was eighty percent through ninety-two
percent, and "A" was ninety-three on up. There was one professor,
she was the one who tricked me with the date of writing, who had
a student who by mechanical average of the grades was sixty-seven
point ninety-three and she gave her a "D". Have you ever looked
at a picture in a newspaper under a magnifying glass?

LO: Dots.

SLO: Meaningless.

LO: You have to see the overall picture, of course.

SLO: I finally got an upper-division course there. I taught
Milton, Old English, and Chaucer,

After two years the President had made some appointments to
summer school of really distinguished people. We had a French
composer by the name of Mileau who got five thousand dollars for
teaching summer session for six weeks. We had formal teas for
these distinguished visitors. But, the budget was in the red.

After a couple of years I told President Rhinehart that I
ought to have more authority as Executive Secretary to try to bring
the budget back and to stay in the black. She offered me full-time
teaching.

LO: Did working as the Executive Secretary teach you a few things
about how to run a program?

SLO: I don't think that it taught me that much, it may have, but
it's hard to say.

When I went to the Office of Censorship I read countless
letters and after awhile I qualified to read French as well as
English, although I wasn't very good at it, but they didn't know
that. After a few months I began to get restless and started
looking at O.S.S. where I might be getting something more exciting.

LO: O.S.S.?
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SLG: Office of Strategic Services which later became the C.I.A.
The boss called me in and wanted to know what I would be

willing to stay for. As it turned out, I knew that the Director
of Personnel was leaving, so I said that I would like to do work
in Personnel. He agreed and I got a promotion.

I went into Personnel which I had had no training in but I
got so that I could judge whether an applicant was going to be a
good worker or not. I remember one man whom I heard come walking
down the hall to see me. I knew by the way he walked that I
wouldn't have him.

LO: How did he walk?
SLG: Smarty. He knew that he was "over-qualified". That's how
I turned him down. He was a failure wherever he was, I heard about
him later. He was disliked by all of his associates and agressive
to everyone. According to the credentials, he was wonderful.

They put me on the committee to evaluate. You had to send
out either excellent, good, fair or poor to rate everybody there.
The heads of all the departments were there and I was there. They
were all my superior in terms of rating. I was a CAF8 and they
were 10's and II's, which meant something. There was only one time
in two years that they ever went_contrary to my recommendation.

LO: You knew Personnel well.

SLG: I had a number of associates around and knew a lot of the
people there.

LO: Would you like to move on to San Diego State University?

SLG: At the end of the war I was looking for a job because I
didn't want to go back to Mills. I got an Associate Professor
promotion with no change in pay.

A position became available down here and President Hepner
came up to Berkeley to see me. I took a night train down and we
talked for two hours in the station. I said that I wouldn't come
unless I had an Associate Professorship.

LO: That was your entire interview?

SLG: Yes, right there in the station. Five days later I had a
telegram offering me the job.

LO: What month did you arrive in 1945?

SLG: I saw him in August--this was at the time of Hiroshima--and
I came down in September. I had twenty-four hours to find a house.
There were no rentals in town.

LO: Did you have any children at that time?
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SLG: Yes, two children. We had built a house in Oakland at the
beginning of the war which was near Mills College. In twenty-four
hours I found and bought a house.

LO: What part of town?

SLG: Spring Valley.

LO: Are you still living there?

SLG: No. We lived there for fourteen years. Then we are on Mount
Helix, our mail address is La Mesa, our phone address is El Cajon
and our geographical location is Mount Helix.

I sold the other place and the two came out about even,
although we sold twice as much as we got. I was better treated
here than I was treated anywhere else. I was very happy.

It was a happy institution and a happy department. It was
the only happy English department that I know of. Yale was
unhappy, Oberlin was unhappy, Mills was unhappy.

LO: What do you mean by unhappy?

SLG: I'll give you an example. The department at Mills College
voted that I should be promoted. The Chairman of the department
went to the President and told her not to promote me.

LO: For what reason?

SLG: She wanted a pay increase.

LO: Oh. So there was a lot of in-fighting at these places.

SLG: Yes, and that's true at most places.
For many years we had a very happy department here. I taught

almost all the uppper-division English course here at one time or
another. I'd never taught my specialty until about the year before
I stopped teaching.

LO: Did that bother you?

SLG: Well, my specialty was so concentrated that there would be
no point in teaching it for a lot of people. I did teach a course
which is the tool course for graduate work a couple of times. It
used to be called 240. It's the bibliography and research methods
course.

LO: Tell me about your work as the Chair of the English
Department.

SLG: It was relatively simple.
quarter at a time.

I was lucky because I got off a
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LO: Did you find that a quarter time was enough?

SLG: I suppose so.
every three years.
changed it to three
permanent, some are

I was always overworked. The position rotated
They used to rotate every two years but they
when I became Chair. Some of them are
not.

LO: Tell me about your impressions of the campus when you first
arrived. What immediately struck you, other than the department
that got along well?

SLG: My wife remembers one of the early days coming out here and
finding a cow grazing in front of the Spanish Archway. Over where
the old Health Center used to be in back of Aztec Shops there used
to be some sheds, a carport. Only six or eight select faculty
members and the President were allowed to park their car under it.
It was a quiet place. There were fifteen hundred students when I
came that first semester.

I knew every faculty member by the end of the first year.
There were fifty or seventy-five. I didn't know them all well,
but I knew them by name and sight.

LO: What was the strongest school on campus at that time?

SLG: They weren't exactly divided into schools, but I guess you
could call it Education. It had just lost its name of Teacher's
College. I forget when that happened.

LO: That was 1932 or 1935.

SLG:
There
Arts.

It still had that general connotation of teacher education.
were really two deans: one of Education and one of Liberal

LO: Can you tell me what the decline of the population was during
the time of World War II?

SLG: I think it was something like thirty-five hundred before and
it went down to fifteen hundred. I think the smallest it ever got
was about twelve hundred.

We got here in 1945 and that's when the war ended. There was
some growth in my second semester here. About that time the State
Legislature adjusted the pay schedule. Mills had offered me
twenty-six hundred, I came down here for thirty-six hundred because
that's what I was getting in the Office of Censorship. After the
pay schedule had been revised, I got another thousand extra
retroactively. That did a great deal for the moral of the faculty.

I was out for one year because I was deathly ill and had an
operation. When I came back, I didn't know half the faculty
because it had doubled. I never learned them all after that.
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��------------ --------------------

LO: Who are some of the individuals whom you knew from your
earliest days?

SLG: Of course, Jack Adams was Chairman of the Department and very
soon after was made Chairman of the Humanitites Division. Jim
Crouch I knew early; Dr. Crouch in Life Sciences. Kingsley
Povenmire came a year or two after I did. I don't remember when
I first became acquainted with Abe Nasatir, of course he was here
before I was, but I didn't have much contact with him in those
days.

LO: How about some of the other individuals whom you taught with
in the English department?

SLG: Many of them are dead now. There was Florence Dickhaut,
Mable Trail, Joe Keeney whom I shared an office with, Ernie
Marchand, Frank Johnson, John Theobald and Ted Block. He was
reluctant to come here until somebody told him that I was here.
He didn't know me but I had taught up in his area.

When Hepner hired me he said, "You will be the second research
man on the faculty." Abe Nasatir being the first.

LO: What do you mean by Researc~ man?

SLG: A man who does research and publishes it.

LO: I thought that that was the sort of thing required of
everybody?

SLG: No. Nobody published really.

LO: Did the two of you have reduced teaching loads so you could
do this?

SLG: Oh no.
had any money
There were no

I never had any reduced teaching load and I never
to help. If I had to travel, I had to pay for it.
grants.

LO: Did you ever apply for a grant later on in your teaching
career?

SLG: Once I applied for a Fulbright, but I changed my mind and
withdrew my request so that I could do something else.
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LO: What were your opinions of President Hepner?

SLG: Good. There was a lot of criticism and people didn't like
him. I'll say a few things about him: One, he was honest. To
him, the institution came first. A good example of this was Harry
Steinmetz who was widely considered to be a Communist. I don't
know whether he was or not, but he was a jack ass, that I do know.



When Hepner was named to be President of State College back
in 1935 there was a self-appointed guardian of patriotism in town
by the name of Harry Foster. He was president of a local American
Legion branch. He had an intense dislike for Harry Steinmetz and
it was mutual.

TAPE TWO, SIDE I

SLG: Foster used to bug Hepner to get rid of Steinmetz. Sometime
about 1949 there were only a small number of A.A.U.P. members and
for some reason they elected me as president. One morning I read
in the San Diego Union headline that Hepner would give his right
arm to get rid of Steinmetz.

What had happened was that Foster had been bugging him again
and Steinmetz did have tenure, so Hepner said he'd give his right
arm to get rid of him to get rid of Foster. Foster, like the
bastard he was, spilled that to the newspapers.

This gave Steinmetz, who loved to fight more than anything
else, his chance at unprofessional conduct on the part of the
President. Here was his vendetta against the President. I came
out of this building down here under the arch and Steinmetz came
out on the other side with I think two girls in tow.

With his eyes flashing he s~id, "Did you see what Hepner said
about me? Will the A.A.U.P. stand up behind me?"

LO: How did you reply?

SLG: I said, "Of course we'll stand up behind you, Harry, but we
expect you to use good sense." The girls tittered. Harry
Steinmetz never forgave me.

It was after 1950 that the State Legislature passed the law
requiring testimony. On the basis of that law, when Steinmetz
refused, he was fired. It was not of Hepner's doing.

LO: That must have been quite a trying period for you as president
of the San Diego Chapter of the A.A.U,P.

SLG: We met now and then. We were rather relaxed and we used
common sense. We didn't have the troubles here that they had at
other campuses. I forget how soon Joe McCarthy began to be a
nuissance. I had a little bit of uneasiness and a great deal of
anger at McCarthy. He was a menace to the country.

LO: Did you see it putting a crimp on the style of the professors?

SLG: At other places, but not here. We felt that Hepner was
reasonable about it all and we could trust most of our fellows.
Steinmetz once promised to come clean and tell us but then he
weasled his way out. He never answered that one. I suspect that
he may have been, but I think he was ineffective.
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LO: Do you have any other stories you wanted to relate to me about
Hepner?

SLG: He lived out on Point Lorna and occasionally had a reception
for the faculty out there. Mrs. Hepner was a masterful kind of
woman.
LO: As the wife of a President of a University I think you'd have
to be pretty adept at social skills.

SLG: Well, she was a little less than gracious at times. You
approach Jack Adams about that and I think you'll get some very
decorous but telling statements.

He did not have the suave, liberal arts background that
ideally a college President in those days was thought to need. He
was thoroughly honest.

I was still president of the A.A.U.P. when the Korean incident
came up and we had a sharp drop in enrollment and had to reduce
staff. I can't remember the figures exactly now, but it was
something like we had been having two hundred and thirty-six
positions on campus and we were cut to one hundred and eighty-six
for the next year. Ouch.

Hepner, having foreseen som~thing, had not renewed some
temporary appointments. We had about two hundred and ten on the
rolls. The positions were there, but we hadn't filled them all.
This showed that he was fairlY adept.

We had some part-time appointments and according to the law
there was no tenure for part-timers. They were cut. There were
also some temporaries and others who had just been hired for one
year. Among those was George Gross who didn't yet have his Ph.D.
We wanted him because he was a superb teacher and we liked him,
but we couldn't keep him. He left us and got a job at Grossmont
where he did very well for many years and after prodding he got
his degree and came back and is an ornament here now.

After all of these there were still eight positions more than
we had for the next year. Hepner read through the lists of
everybody. One of his eight was in English. He told us that he
had narrowed it down to two. He said, "She's a better teacher,
but he came here earlier."

He called together the president of the A.A.U.P., the
president of the chapter of the C.S.E.A. and the president of the
chapter of the A.C.S.C.P.(C.S.E.A. being the California State
Employees Association and A.C.S.C.P. the Association of State
College Professors). I forget who the other two were who were
there.

Hepner wanted our help. One of the others told him that we
couldn't give him an answer right away, that we needed to think
about it and consult. He gave us a day. We went out and another
said, "It is true that she is a better teacher than he is, but she
came here later. We've got to do it on an impartial, impersonal
level and not on the basis of judgement. She will have to go, let
him stay."
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We went back to Hepner and said, "We are not going to take
responsibility for naming individuals, but we will give you a
principle which we think must be followed and that is strict
seniority." So, we had to see Gail Burnett go.

It was decided that when we had money again, these eight who
are on tenure and being let go, must be the first to be offered
reappointment. Two years later we had an increase and could take
Burnett back. At that time she was given a promotion because she
would've been entitled to one if she had stayed.

LO: Has she been here ever since?

SLG: She retired in about 1969. She still teaches private
classes, not for money. Gail Burnett is known and loved and is a
great teacher.

LO: You have high regard for all the individuals over in the
English department at that time.

SLG: I don't know them now. A lot of them I don't even know their
names. I will say this: When I was Chairman, there were fourteen
members of the department of whom twelve were full professors.
When I mentioned that in my travels abroad which I had occassion
to do, I was met with stares of disbelief. How could that happen?
I said that we were good.

I didn't have equally high regard for all the members of the
department. In his or her own way, each had some excellence.
There were some very superior teachers. When I became a dean and
I had high quality students to deal with, I could get them a
program which would be superb. You could not do better by
choosing.

Of course, that was unfair and some members of the faculty,
if they had known that I was doing it that way, would have
criticized me violently for being selective.

I was able to talk to teachers and get specific students into
the classes they needed.

LO: You definitely gave the students the personal attention they
needed in that way.

SLG: They only reason I was willing to become a dean was so that
I could make it possible for more teachers to do the kind of thing
that I wanted and for more students to get the kind of things I
wanted them to get. That was important.

LO: I wanted to ask you about the initiation of the tenure
procedures. When did that start and what was involved in getting
that nailed down?

SLG: It started in 1937 or 1938 before I came. Hepner worked on
the State Board of Education and they had to pass a rule and that's
all there was to it.
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LO: Didn't they have to review it for several years to justify
why?

SLG: No, I don't think they did that.

LO: How long did it take them to have it approved?

SLG: I think it took him two or three years to do it. I don't
remember exactly when it was achieved but maybe Jack Adams would
know.

LO: I have never seen it mentioned.

SLG: So, I've given you something brand new.
that that is what Hepner himself told me.

I remember vividly

LO: This item here says that Dr. Hepner was instrumental in
organizing a system of divisional chairman, one for each of the
major groups of disciplines.

SLG: What are you reading?

LO: A photocopy of Portraits of the Presidents.
What I want to know is, it's never been clear to me and I

don't know if it has been to anybody else, but to learn about the
different academic administrative changes that the University has
gone through from 1935 onward. How it changed from one to the
other. How did the College of Arts and Sciences change to the
College of Arts and Letters?

SLG: It didn't. Hepner decided that the college was too big.
You can get some more information on that from Jack Adams because
he was appointed the Chairman of the Division in about 1945.

We had several studies made of general education which comes
about every fifteen years. We had nearly everyone on campus about
1950 in one committee or another coming up with recommendations of
what things should be and how they should go.

LO: You served on several different accreditation committees.

SLG: That's a whole different story completely.
In 1957 around Christmastime, President Love appointed a

committee on Liberal Education. The chairman of that was Spencer
Rogers. We were asked what we thought the ideal program was for
a college student. We worked on that for about one year and
decided that there should be one person in charge of it who would
facilitate an improvement of the program to proper liberal college
standards.

In December of 1958 that Committee made its report. You have
a copy of it I'm sure somewhere. I thought that either Spencer
Rogers or Jack Adams would be asked to be the person in charge, but
to my surprise President Love called me in and asked me to serve.
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I asked him what I was to do and he said, "You'll find out."
Now, I was on the acreditation committees. The Western

College Association is an institution which goes around checking
on the quality of college programs at different institutions. We
had gone through one of these deep soul searching things in
connection with one of these accreditation things. I don't
remember about starting the schools and colleges.

I know that it came in late with President Love. Sometime in
the fifties I was asked to serve on an acrediting committee and I
served on Pepperdine, Westwood in Santa Barbara, Sacramento Junior
College and the University of San Diego twice. After I served for
a few times, I began being the chairman of the committee. That
took time.

One of the jobs of the chairman is to write up an account
afterwards.

LO: Did you do all of your own report writing?

SLG: Well, each sub-member reported on his area and sent it to
me. I would then use that it in my report. I did the proofreading
and editing.

LO: You were appointed dean of brts and Sciences in 1959.

SLG: What happened was after I became dean, we called a committee
together and we finished refining our last requirements. Then we
had to get the departments to join us. Some of them wanted to stay
out because they didn't want to be troubled with all of our
problems. There also may have been some minor jealousy of
perogative and authority.

It was interesting to me that after a little while they almost
trampled over each other to get in. They were so happy about it.
It was a good system that was worked out. When they improved on
it later by trying to level it they now have to think it over again
and come back to our original conclusions.

LO: What other good things did President Love bring about?

SLG; He initiated the Senate and gave it power. It was very risky
to give a body like that power to do things. There were some very
fine faculty members who were cooperative leaders and thinkers who
were not self-seekers at all.

LO; When was the Senate established?

SLG: I ought to know because I was there.

LO: You served as Secretary from 1960-69.

SLG: Right. What happened was that I was ex-officio on the Senate
as dean of Arts and Sciences. I had a feeling that some members
of the Senate thought that members of the establishment should more
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or less keep their peace.
President Love used to attend and he was originally the

presiding officer. Morris Crawford was Secretary to the Senate
and got tired of it. He had a stenographer to take the minutes
and she after awhile was primarily doing it all. He was too busy
doing other things.

It came time for elections and somebody, for whatever reason,
nominated Sydney Gulick. I heard snarl and guffaugh go through
the back and a small voice saying, nOh, this will be a good way to
take care of him." To my surprise, I was elected. I didn't think
that they would elect an ex-officio member to an office in their
association.

I started taking the minutes. Little by litte, President Love
withdrew himself as there was a faculty president. Love was there,
certainly, sort of watching to make sure nothing untorrid happened.
He began to feel comfortable with what the group was doing. For
seven and a half years I was Secretary.

La; During the time that you were Secretary, did any major
considerations come up for your review?

SLG: My minutes should be in the Archives.

TAPE TWO, SIDE II

SLG: You should have all of the evidence there.
Love had the feeling that after a little while, things would

go alright. He knew that I would report to him in case that wasn't
so.

I had to draft a good many things. Quite frequently they
would come out with the general ideas and then ask me to write it
up for them. They came to trust me on that. As a matter of fact,
whether I agreed with it or not, I did what they said.

END OF INTERVIEW




